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A post-collapse territory : 
beyond property, profit and oil

Ferme de La Mhotte (écologie pirate)
https://ecologiepirate.org 



Shamanic transfiguration 
of the Drôme Valley 

Ministry for Ecological Transition, NGO Tchendukua, CNRS Ladyss, Michel 
Serres Institute  (ENS de Lyon), Indigenous experts from the Kogi people, local 
authorities from the Drôme, farmers, land owners…

Drôme,  september 2018



Training through enquiry : 
social, ecological and economic regeneration

École urbaine de Lyon 
https://ecoleurbainedelyon.universite-lyon.fr

Rives de Gier, 2021



Laboratory of sobriety, 
measuring the added value of subtractions

H-lab, Zone sensible, Saint-Denis 

July - October 2022



Developing a culture of cohabitation 
with wolves on the Montagne Limousine

Cultural mediation NGO (Quartier Rouge), local contributor/testers 
group (breeders, mayor, regional park keeper, naturalists, hunters, 
inhabitants, doctors…), artist, designer, agricultural college, art school, 
scientists (ethologist, geographers, historian, ecologist)…

 

Une assemblée Pastorale, 
Saint-Frion (Creuse), Août 2022



Shared appreciation of how the anthropocene 
changes the conditions of experience

↻ Zombification of categories (beyond nature and culture…) 
↻ Indistinction of inside and outside

“Human beings are now carrying out a large scale geophysical experiment of 
a kind that could not have happened in the past nor be reproduced in the 
future. Within a few centuries we are returning to the atmosphere and oceans 
the concentrated organic carbon stored in sedimentary rocks over hundreds of 
millions of years. This experiment, if adequately documented, may yield a far 
reaching insight into the processes determining weather and Climate.” 

Revelle and H. Suess, 1957, Carbon Exchange Between Atmosphere and Ocean and the Question of an 
Increase of Atmospheric CO2 during the Past Decades, in Tellus 9

↻ Saturation of perceptions by the collision of geological, 
evolutionary and historical temporalities (sublime)

↻ Indeterminacy of the position of subject and object : human 
agency as a geological force triggering Earth System tipping 
points Reset Modernity!, 2016 (AIME Team)



Shared understanding 
of the consequences of radical uncertainty

↪ At stake is the habitability of the Earth

↪ There is “no more long term” 

↪ Certainty that fluctuations will amplify far beyond average or 
standard deviation into the domain of outliers  - exception has 
become the rule

↪ Need to get free from the constraints of performance (de maximis 
ex minimis / logic of efficiency / cost benefit calculus) ) to create 
conditions for robustness (capacity to withstand wide range of 
fluctuations) and systemic transformation

 

July 2021

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deviation_(statistics)


Shared valuation 
of non-scalable knowledge 

« Scalability is the ability of a project to change scales smoothly without any change 
in project frames. (...) 

A scalable research project admits only data that already fit the research frame. 
Scalability requires that project elements be oblivious to the indeterminacies of 
encounter; that’s how they allow smooth expansion.

Thus, too, scalability banishes meaningful diversity, that is, diversity that might 
change things. Scalability is not an ordinary feature of nature. Making projects 
scalable takes a lot of work. (...) 

Tsing, A. L. s. d. « The Mushroom at the End of the World : On the Possibility of Life in Capitalist Ruins » 



amplification

action

Production of scalable knowledge 

reduction

scalable
knowledge

transcendental ego

models
forecastassignation 

of causes



A robustness strategy : thickening experience 

“To be radical an empiricism must admit into its constructions no element not 
directly experienced, and exclude from them no element directly experienced.”

James, W. 1904 « A World of Pure Experience », The Journal of Philosophy, Psychology and Scientific Method

Thickening the experience. 
James, W. 1890 « The Principles of Psychology », 
THE PRINCIPLES OF PSYCHOLOGY : 919.

Debaise, D. & I. Stengers 2021 « Resisting the 
thinning of the world », Multitudes 85.4 : 129-137. 

Photosynthesis light-harvesting spectra. 
Plants prioritize the management of light fluctuations over maximal efficiency. 
Hamant, O. 2021 « Plants Show Us the Light », Trends in Plant Science 26.2 : 97-99.

Arp, T. B., J. Kistner-Morris, V. Aji, R. J. Cogdell, R. van Grondelle & N. M. Gabor 2020 « Quieting a Noisy 
Antenna Reproduces Photosynthetic Light-Harvesting Spectra », Science 368.6498 : 1490-1495. 



constitution of transformative experience

situated 
knowledge

presence
pure experience thickening 

experience

effects

practices

transformation

transpersonal field



Production 
of scalable knowledge

Transformative 
practices

Shift in intention

set the experiment 
in a framework

orienting oneself in the 
open field of experience

diagnosis care

usefulness habitability

produce knowledge to live a transformative experience

Shift in posture

intentionality of 
consciousness presence to the world

bifurcation of the 
experience

back to things themselves 
(pure experience)

subject vs object reciprocity



Production 
of scalable knowledge

Transformative 
practices

Shift in questions
science of causes art of effects

research questions responding to issues

Shift in conditions 
composition of disciplines ecology of practices

collaborative network inquiry collective

Shift in valuation

Reproducibility across 
situations and scales

singularity, producing 
differences through repetition

objectivity intensity of change



Focus on a case study…





participants

local NGOs

 agricultural college, art school …

Local NGO / 
cultural mediator
(Quartier Rouge)

Milieu (Montagne Limousine) 

contributor/testers group
(breeders, mayor, regional park keeper, naturalists, 
hunters, inhabitants, doctors…)

local working group (commission 
multi-usage du syndicat de la 
Montagne Limousine)

Scientists 
(ethologist, geographers, historian, ecologist 
)

 artist, designer





























Verjat, B. 2022 « SOLO DUO HOLO, an integration 
practice toward research communities ».







Arts to navigate through experience

Arts of Immersion
connect and maintain the field, stream of consciousness…

Arts of presence 
incarnation, protective fields of experience, 
progressiveness, know how to come back…

Arts of effets
suspension of judgment, follow unexpected consequences, 
care for the anecdotes, storytelling …

Arts of the integration
turn experience into “praxis”...
make space for local experience to affect others

Arts of the experience 
treat all beings well, return to the things themselves… 



Types of infrastructures 

setting

plantation

laboratory

critical zone observatory

territoire école 

territory as a person

thickening 
the experience

scalability

non-scalability

efficiency

robustness



Types of infrastructures 

setting collective model effect

plantation entrepreneurs network research & development reduction

laboratory research teams experimentation/objectivity bifurcation

critical zone pluridisciplinary collective instrumentation/knowledge diagnosis

territoire école community of practices praxis transformation

territory as a person territorial body tradition care/healing

thickening 
experience



The territoire école, an infrastructure and 
a medium for an ecology of transformative practices...



Xavier Fourt, Ferme de La 
Mhotte, 2022
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